Amendment to the Claims: 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

Claim 1 (currently amended) A method of processing a call, the method comprising: 

informing the customers of the telecommunications system that one of a plurality of 
unique sets of symbol headings is normally, but not always, associated with one type of 
communications device that is connectable to a telecommunications system; 

assigning one of a plurality of common 7-digit telephone numbers to each selected 
customer of the telecommunications system within each area code of each local area and 
granting said each selected customer having a specific communications device that is connected 
to the telecommunications system the exclusive right to optionally use a combination comprising 
any one of said unique sets of symbol headings plus said common 7-digit telephone number to 
identify the specific communications device other than a voice landline device to the other 
customers of the telecommunications system; 

receiving a sequence of signals representing a specific set of symbol headings plus a 
specific common 7-digit telephone number that has been dialed by a caller, the combination of 
the specific set of symbol headings plus said specific common 7-digit telephone number and no 
other common 7-digit telephone number alone identifying the specific communications device 
that is the destination for said call; and 
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connecting said call to the specific communications device that is the destination for said 
call without the need for the telecommunications system to determine the type of 
communications device to which the call is directed; 

th e r e by providing 7,92 million assignabl e combinations for landlin e voic e 
communications devices within each area cod e , 7.92 million assignable combinations for 
facsimile, or second landline voic e , communications d e vices within e ach ar e a code, and 71.28 
million assignabl e combinations for c e llular t e l e phon e communications devic e s within e ach area 
cod e , which e quals a grand total of 87.12 million assignabl e combinations available within each 
ar e a cod e ; 

th e reby incr e asing by a factor of 1 1 the number of assignable combinations within e ach 
ar e a cod e wh e n compared to th e numb e r of assignable numb e rs available within an area cod e of 
a conv e ntional t e l e communications syst e m; 

th e r e by allowing at least the numb e r of ar e a codes to be r e duc e d from 302 to 51 wh e n 
compar e d to said conv e ntional telecommunications syst e m; 

ther e by e liminating th e overlay practic e of providing two area cod e s in a sp e cific local 
area and r e quiring custom e rs to dial thre e extra digits or ten digits to r e ach a specific 
communications d e vice within a said specific local area; 

th e reby providing thr ee s e parat e and distinct numb e ring compl e ments consisting of a first 
compl e m e nt of common 7 digit t e l e phon e numb e rs for landlin e voic e communications devic e s, a 
s e cond complem e nt of 8 digit combinations containing a # symbol for facsimil e communications 
devices, and a third compl e m e nt of 8 digit or 9 digit combinations containing a * symbol for 
c e llular communications d e vic e s, th e r e by eliminating th e e xt e nsiv e proc e ssing r e quir e d by said 
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conventional tel e communications system to d e t e rmine wh e th e r a common 7 digit t e lephon e 
numb e r is b e ing us e d by a landline voic e communications d e vic e , a facsimil e communications 
device or a cellular communications devic e ; and 

th e reby e liminating th e practic e of spitting a r e gion of said conv e ntional 
t e l e communications system pr e viously serv e d by an e xisting singl e ar e a cod e into two halv e s 
when e v e r the existing area cod e r e ach e s its maximum capacity of 7.92 million subscrib e rs, and 
adding a new ar e a cod e in on e of the halv e s of th e r e gion, forcing one half or 3.96 million 
subscribers to acc e pt a n e w 10 digit t e l e phon e numb e r containing said n e w area cod e , at a gr e at 
lev e l of inconv e nienc e , str e ss and cost of changing t e lephon e numbers with th e addition of e ach 
n e w ar e a code . 

Claim 2 (previously presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the specific set of symbol 
headings is a # symbol and the # symbol plus said specific common 7-digit telephone number 
identifies a specific fax machine or a specific second voice line with or without an associated 
facsimile machine. 

Claim 3 (previously presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the specific set of symbol 
headings is a * symbol and the * symbol plus said specific common 7-digit telephone number 
identifies a first specific cellular telephone. 
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Claim 4 (previously presented) The method of claim 3, wherein the specific set of symbol 
headings is a digit plus the * symbol and the * symbol plus said specific common 7-digit 
telephone number identifies another specific cellular telephone. 

Claims 5-9 (cancelled) 

Claim 10 (currently amended) A method of directing a call to a specific communications device, 
comprising: 

announcing to the customers of a telecommunications system that one of a plurality of 
unique symbols is normally associated with a particular type of communications device that is 
connectable to a telecommunications system; 

assigning one of a plurality of common 7-digit telephone numbers to each selected 
customer of the telecommunications system and granting said each selected customer having a 
specific communications device the exclusive right to optionally use a combination comprising 
any one of said unique symbols plus said common 7-digit telephone number to identify the 
specific communications device to other customers of the telecommunications system; and 

receiving a call having been initiated by a caller by dialing a combination comprising a 
specific unique symbol and a specific common 7-digit telephone number; 

determining the destination indicated by the combination , no other common 7-digit 
telephone number alone indicating said destination without determining th e typ e of 
communications d e vic e to which the call is dir e ct e d ; and 

routing the call to the specific communications device represented by the combination. 
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Claims 1 1 (previously presented) The method of claim 10, wherein the specific unique symbol is 
a pound key and the pound key plus said specific common 7-digit telephone number identifies a 
specific facsimile machine or a specific second voice line with or without an associated facsimile 
machine. 

Claim 12 (previously presented) The method of claim 10, wherein the specific unique symbol is 
a star key and star key plus said specific common 7-digit telephone number identifies a first 
specific cellular telephone. 

Claim 13 (currently amended) The method of claim 10, wherein the specific unique symbol is a 
digit plus the star key and star key plus said specific common 7-digit specific telephone number 
identifies another specific cellular telephone. 

Claim 14 (previously presented) The method of claim 10, further comprising directing the call to 
a cellular processing network if the specific unique symbol and the specific common 7-digit 
telephone number indicates that the call is being made to a specific cellular telephone. 

Claim 15 (currently amended) A system for processing a call made to a telephone number and 
directed to a specific communications device to which that telephone number is assigned, the 
system comprising: 
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means for announcing to the customers of a telecommunications system that one of a 
plurality of suggested sets of symbol headings is normally associated with a single type of 
communications device that is connectable to a telecommunications system; 

means for assigning one of a plurality of common telephone numbers to each selected 
customer of the telecommunications system and granting said each selected customer having a 
specific communications device the exclusive right to optionally use a combination comprising 
any one of said suggested sets of symbol headings plus said common telephone number to 
identify the specific communications device to other customers of the telecommunications 
system; 

a sequence of signals representing a specific set of symbol headings and a specific 
common telephone number that have been dialed by a caller, the sequence of signals being a the 
sole directory number for the specific communications device, the set of symbol headings 
immediately preceding the common telephone number, being distinguishable from said common 
telephone number and together with said common telephone number defining a destination for 
said call , each common tel e phon e numb e r having at least on e d e stination ; and 

a routing apparatus having a switching component and an identification component for 
determining the intended destination of the call without d e t e rmining the type of communications 
d e vice to which th e call is direct e d and connecting the call to that destination. 

Claims 16-23 (cancelled) 
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Claim 24 (previously presented) A routing system for directing calls to different 
communications devices having identical common 7-digit voice landline telephone numbers, 
said system comprising: 

an administrative subsystem comprising means for informing the customers of a 
telecommunications system that one of a plurality of symbol headings is normally associated 
with each type of communications device that is connectable to a telecommunications system 
and means for assigning one of a plurality of common telephone numbers to each selected 
customer of the telecommunications system and granting said each selected customer having a 
specific communications device the exclusive right to optionally use a combination comprising 
any one of said plurality of symbol headings plus said common telephone number to identify the 
specific communications device to other customers of the telecommunications system; 

a network subsystem having routing apparatus including a switching component and an 
identification component for processing a call to a destination, the call including a sequence of 
signals indicating a particular one of said plurality of symbol headings and a particular common 
telephone number that have been dialed by a caller, the sequence of signals being a the sole 
directory number for the specific communications device; and 

at least one communications device assigned to a common telephone number; 

wherein said particular one of said plurality of symbol headings does not indicate to said 
routing apparatus that the specific communications device is a particular type of communications 
device. 

Claims 25-34 (cancelled) 
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Claim 35 (currently amended) In a telecommunications system in which at least some 
subscribers control a plurality of communications devices, a system for routing a telephone call 
to a specific communications device of a particular subscriber, said system comprising: 

means for accepting a combination comprising a heading and a common telephone 
number as an indication that a caller desires to reach the specific communications device of the 
particular subscriber, said specific communications device of the particular subscriber being 
reachable by the caller's dialing no other common 7-digit telephone number; and 

means for routing said telephone call to the specific communications device of the 
particular subscriber^ 

wh e r e in said h e ading does not indicate to said m e ans for routing that the sp e cific 
communications device of th e particular subscrib e r is a particular typ e of communications 
d e vic e. 

Claim 36 (previously presented) The system of claim 35 wherein the specific communications 
device of the particular subscriber is selected from the group consisting of: 

another voice landline telephone, 

a cellular or wireless telephone, 

a facsimile machine, and 

a pager. 
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Claim 37 (previously presented) The system of claim 35 wherein said heading is selected from 
the group consisting of: 

a first symbol that precedes an area code, 

a second symbol that follows an area code, 

a third symbol that precedes an area code, and 

a fourth symbol that follows an area code. 

Claim 38 (previously presented) The system of claim 35, wherein said heading is a # symbol 
and the # symbol plus said common telephone number identifies a specific facsimile machine or 
a specific second voice line with or without an associated facsimile machine. 

Claim 39 (previously presented) The system of claim 35, wherein said heading is a * symbol 
and * symbol plus said common telephone number identifies a first specific cellular telephone. 

Claim 40 (previously presented) The system of claim 35, wherein said heading is a digit plus a * 
symbol and the digit plus the * symbol plus said common telephone number identifies another 
specific cellular telephone. 

Claim 41 (previously presented) The system of claim 35, wherein said heading is a digit plus a # 
symbol and the digit plus the # symbol plus said common telephone number identifies another 
specific voice landline device with or without an associated facsimile machine. 
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Claim 42 (currently amended) In a telecommunications system, a system for routing a telephone 
call to a specific communications device of a particular subscriber, said system comprising: 

means for assigning a common telephone number to the particular subscriber; 

means for accepting the common telephone number alone as an indication that a caller 
desires to reach the specific communications device of the particular subscriber, said specific 
communications device of the particular subscriber being a first voice landline telephone; 

means for accepting a combination comprising a symbol and the common telephone 
number as an indication that the caller desires to reach another specific communications device 
of the particular subscriber, said specific communications device of the particular subscriber 
being reachable by the caller's dialing no other common 7-digit telephone number; and 

means for routing said telephone call to the specific communications device of the 
particular subscriber^ 

wher e in said symbol do e s not n e c e ssarily indicate to said m e ans for routing that th e 
sp e cific communications d e vic e of th e particular subscrib e r is a particular type of 
communications d e vic e. 

Claim 43 (previously presented) The system of claim 42 wherein at least one communications 
device must be in service for each particular subscriber, said at least one communications device 
being selected from the group consisting of said first voice landline telephone, a facsimile 
machine and a cellular telephone. 
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Claim 44 (previously presented) The system of claim 42 wherein the other specific 
communications device of the particular subscriber is selected from the group consisting of: 

another voice landline telephone, 

a facsimile machine, and 

a cellular or wireless telephone. 

Claim 45 (previously presented) The system of claim 42, wherein said symbol is a # symbol and 
the # symbol plus said common telephone number identifies a specific fax machine or a specific 
second land line telephone. 

Claim 46 (previously presented) The system of claim 42, wherein said symbol is a * symbol and 
the * symbol plus said common telephone number identifies a first specific cellular telephone. 

Claim 47 (previously presented) The system of claim 42, wherein said symbol is a digit plus a # 
symbol and the digit plus the # symbol plus said common telephone number identifies another 
specific voice landline telephone or another facsimile machine. 

Claim 48 (previously presented) The system of claim 42, wherein said symbol is a digit plus a * 
symbol and the digit plus the * symbol plus said common telephone number identifies another 
specific cellular telephone. 
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Claim 49 (currently amended) In a telecommunications system, a routing system for routing a 
telephone call to a specific communications device of a particular subscriber within an area code, 
said routing system comprising: 

means for assigning a common 7-digit telephone number to the particular subscriber; 

means for accepting the common 7-digit telephone number alone as an indication that a 
caller desires to reach the specific communications device of the particular subscriber, said 
specific communications device of the particular subscriber being a first voice landline device; 

means for accepting an 8-part or 9-part telephone number comprising a heading and the 
common 7-digit telephone number as an indication that the caller desires to reach another 
specific communications device of the particular subscriber, said other specific communications 
device of the particular subscriber being reachable by the caller's dialing no other common 7- 
digit telephone number; and 

means for routing said telephone call to the specific communications device of the 
particular subscriber; 

wh e r e in said h e ading do e s not indicat e to said m e ans for routing that th e call is a 
particular type of communication ; 

wherein said caller has the option of using as the heading a # for a facsmile device or a 
second voice device, a * for a first cellular device, or a 2*, a 3*, a 4*, a 5*, a 6*, a 7*, a 8*, or a 
9* for another cellular devicef-and 

wh e r e in 7.92 million voic e landlin e d e vic e s or other d e vic e s, 7.92 million facsimil e 
devic e s or oth e r d e vic e s, and 71 .28 million cellular d e vices or oth e r devices ar e r e ach e d with the 
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ar e a cod e , for a total of 87.12 million communications d e vic e s of any typ e being reachable 
within th e area cod e. 

Claim 50 (currently amended) In a telecommunications system, a method for routing a telephone 
call to a specific communications device of one of a plurality of subscribers within an area code, 
said method for routing comprising: 

assigning a common 7-digit telephone number to the one of a plurality of subscribers; 

accepting the common 7-digit telephone number alone as an indication that a caller 
desires to reach the specific communications device of the one of a plurality of subscribers, said 
specific communications device being a first voice landline device; 

accepting an 8 -part or 9-part telephone number comprising a heading and the common 7- 
digit telephone number as an indication that the caller desires to reach another specific 
communications device of the one of a plurality of subscribers, said other specific 
communications device being reachable by the caller's dialing no other common 7-digit 
telephone number; and 

routing said telephone call to the specific communications device of the one of the 
plurality of subscribers; 

wherein said heading does not indicate to said system that the call is a particular type of 
communication; 

wherein said caller has the option of using as the heading a # for a facsimile device or a 
second landline voice device, a * for a first cellular device, or a 2*, a 3*, a 4*, a 5*, a 6*, a 7*, a 
8*, or a 9* for another cellular devicej-aad 
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wher e in 7.92 million voice landlin e d e vices or other devic e s, 7.92 million facsimil e 
d e vic e s or oth e r devices, and 71.28 million c e llular d e vices or other d e vic e s ar e reachable with 
th e ar e a code, for a total of 87.12 million communications d e vic e s of any type b e ing reachabl e 
within th e area cod e. 

Claim 51 (previously presented) The method of claim 50, further comprising: 

increasing the total number of telephone numbers that are available to said caller in the 
area code from 7.92 million to 87.12 million without changing the common 7-digit telephone 
number that is assigned to any of the plurality of subscribers, thereby avoiding the 
inconvenience, stress and cost to any of the plurality of subscribers of changing that common 7- 
digit telephone number. 

Claim 52 (currently amended) The method of claim 50, further comprising: 

increasing the total number of telephone numbers that are available to said caller within 
the area code by a factor of 1 1 without changing the specific common 7-digit telephone number 
that is assigned to any of the plurality of subscribers, thereby eliminating the present overlay 
practice of having two area codes in any the same geographic region, which practice requires 
mandatory local 10-digit dialing of telephone numbers that must include one of the two area 
codes even if the one area code is the area code of said caller. 
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Claim 53 (currently amended) The method of claim 50, further comprising: 

routing said telephone call without requiring the caller to dial a 10-digit telephone 
number within any geographic region having a requirement for no more than 87.12 million 
telephone numbers, said 10-digit number comprising m anew overlay area code and anew the 
common 7-digit telephone number. 

Claim 54 (previously presented) The method of claim 50, further comprising 

accepting a 10-part or telephone number comprising the heading and the common 7-digit 
telephone number as an indication that the caller desires to. reach a cellular communications 
device of the one of a plurality of particular subscribers, said heading comprising a two-digit 
number in the range 20 through 99 plus a *. 

Claim 55 (previously presented) The method of claim 50, further comprising: 

increasing the total number of cellular telephone numbers that are available to said caller 
in the area code to 71.28 million, thereby matching consumer demand for cellular telephone 
numbers, which is growing at a faster rate than the demand for landline telephone numbers. 

Claim 56 (currently amended) The method of claim 50, further comprising: 

encouraging the plurality of subscribers not to use any common 7-digit telephone number 
as a destination of a facsimile communication or a cellular communication, thereby increasing 
the number of common 7-digit telephone numbers that are available to said caller as the 
destination for a voice landline communication within the area code by a factor of up to 3 by 
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eliminating the need for any common 7-digit telephone number to be used as facsimile machine 
number or cellular telephone number and allowing the available 7.92 million telephone numbers 
within each area code to be used as landline telephone numbers . 

Claim 57 (currently amended) The method of claim 50 5 further comprising: 

providing a first complement of telephone numbers that are recommended for use to 
identify voice landline telephones, a second complement of telephone numbers that are 
recommended for use to identify facsimile machines and a third complement of telephone 
numbers that are recommended for use to identify cellular telephones, without affecting the way 
the telephone call is processed in existing public switched telephone networks; and 

eliminating the practice of spitting splitting a region previously served by an existing 
single area code into two halves whenever the existing area code reaches its maximum capacity 
of 7.92 million subscribers, and adding a new area code in one of the halves of the region, 
forcing one half or 3.96 million subscribers to accept a new 10-digit telephone number 
containing said new area code, at a great level of inconvenience, stress and cost of changing 
telephone numbers with the addition of each new area code. 

Claim 58 (currently amended) In a telecommunications system having 199.1 million residential 
subscribers, a method for routing a telephone call to a specific communications device of one of 
said residential subscribers, said method for routing comprising: 

assigning a common 7-digit telephone number to the residential subscrib e rs subscriber ; 
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accepting the common 7-digit telephone number alone as an indication that a caller 
desires to reach a first voice landline communications device of the residential subscriber or 
accepting an 8-part or 9-part telephone number comprising a heading and the common 7-digit 
common telephone number as an indication that the caller desires to reach a cellular telephone 
communications device of the residential subscriber, said cellular telephone communications 
device being reachable by the caller's dialing no other common 7-digit telephone number; and 

routing said telephone call to the appropriate communications device of the residential 
subscriberf 

wh e r e in said heading do e s not indicate to said tel e communications syst e m that th e call is 
a particular typ e of communication; and 

wh e rein impl e mentation of said acc e pting step r e duces the number of 7 digit common 
t e l e phon e numb e rs that must b e assign e d to c e llular t e l e phon e communications devic e s by 199.1 
million when all of said r e sid e ntial subscribers have a c e llular t e l e phon e communications devic e , 
th e reby r e l e asing the 199.1 million 7 digit common telephon e numb e rs for oth e r uses 

thereby releasing the other common 7-digit telephone numbers that are currently in use as 
cellular telephone numbers for other uses . 

Claim 59: (new) In a telecommunications system, a system for routing a telephone call to a 
specific communications device of a particular subscriber, said system comprising: 

means for assigning a common 7-digit telephone number to the particular subscriber; 
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means for accepting the common telephone number alone as an indication that a caller 
desires to reach the specific communications device of the particular subscriber, said specific 
communications device of the particular subscriber being a first voice landline telephone; and 

means for accepting a combination comprising a symbol and the common telephone 
number as an indication that the caller desires to reach another specific communications device 
of the particular subscriber, said specific communications device of the particular subscriber 
being reachable by the caller's dialing no other common 7-digit telephone number; and 

means for routing the telephone call to the specific communications device of the 
particular subscriber; and 

wherein at least one communications device must be in service for each particular 
subscriber, said at least one communications device being selected from the group consisting of 
said first voice landline telephone, a facsimile machine and a cellular telephone; 

whereby the particular subscriber's facsimile machine combination and the particular 
subscriber's cellular combination both include the particular subscriber's common 7-digit 
telephone number; and 

whereby the particular subscriber and no other subscriber can use said particular 
subscriber's common 7-digit telephone number, said particular subscriber's facsimile machine 
combination or said particular subscriber's cellular telephone combination as the particular 
subscriber's sole telephone number as long as any one of them is in service. 

Claim 60 (new): In a telecommunications system, a system for routing a telephone call from a 
caller to a specific communications device of a particular subscriber, said system comprising: 
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means for assigning a first telephone number to the landline telephone of the particular 
subscriber, a second telephone number to a facsimile machine or second landline telephone of 
the particular subscriber and a third telephone number to a cellular telephone of the particular 
subscriber; and 

means for routing the telephone call to the specific communications device of the 
particular subscriber; 

wherein all of said telephone numbers comprise the exact same seven numerical digits 
and no other numerical digits, said second telephone number further comprises a # heading digit, 
and said third telephone number comprise a * heading digit; and 

wherein each specific communications device of the particular subscriber is reachable by 
the caller's dialing no other seven-digit telephone number. 
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